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Plan Ahead  
Soroptimist International of Palm Desert    

monthly newsletter  

Soroptimist is a global organization 
of women who volunteer their time 
talent and resources to improve the 
lives of women and girls through                    
programs that lead to their economic                                
and social empowerment. 

Making a Difference, One Step at a Time 

 
President Message 

 
Dear Ladies, 
 
As we enter a new year, I am fifilled with gratitude for each and 
every one of you who make up the incredible community of our 
women’s SIPD. Together, we have accomplished so much in the 
past year, and I am excited to see what we can achieve in the year 
ahead. 
 
January is a time for new beginnings and fresh 
starts. It is a time to reflect on our goals and our    
aspirations, and to set our intentions for the year 
ahead. As members of SIPD, we have the unique    
opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of 
women and girls in need. 
 
I encourage each of you to take the time this month to think about 
how you can contribute to our goals. Whether it is 
through volunteering your time, donating to our programs, or 
spreading awareness about the work we do, every little bit helps. 
I am confident that together, we can continue to make a 
meaningful impact of the lives of women and girls. 
 
Thank you for your dedication and support, and here’s to a 
successful and fulfilling year ahead. 
 
Warm regards, 
Diane 
President SIPD    
                   

 
Along with our friends from 
Dusty Wings, we shared the 

spirit of the season and giving 
with the Kinder Class 

Las Palmitas                                         
Elementary School. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A Wish for the New Year  
Let’s all live our dreams! 

Due to the Holiday, our Speaker’s Meeting 
will be held on Wednesday, January 8th 
and our Business Meeting will be held on 

Wednesday, January 22nd 
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Sharing Some Christmas Magic at the Salton Sea 
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Thank You Everyone Who Responded to our Coat Drive. 
The resultswere Warm Students, Smiling Faces,                      

and, the Joy of Giving.  
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RECOGNIZING THE WOMEN WHO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
 

Jane Addams: Pioneer for Social Change  
Suffragist, settlement house founder, peace activist. 

 

Jane Addams was one of nine children and daughter of a miller. She was college educated at    
Rockford College for Women and graduated valedictorian at the age of 17 in 1881.  Jane rejected 
marriage and motherhood in favor of a lifetime commitment to social reform. 

Addams and a friend, Ellen Gates Starr, traveled to England in 1881, where they were inspired by the 
famed Toynbee Hall in London—a special facility to help the poor. In 1889, they leased an old      
mansion in an immigrant neighborhood in Chicago. Hull-House, as it was named, provided a place 
for immigrants of diverse communities to gather. 

Having quickly found that the needs of the neighborhood could not be 
met unless city and state laws were reformed, Addams and other Hull 
House residents sponsored legislation to abolish child labor, establish 
juvenile courts, limit the hours of working women, recognize labor     
unions, make school attendance compulsory and ensure safe working 
conditions in factories.  

Addams wrote and lectured, openly opposing World War I. After the   
armistice, she founded the Women’s International League for Peace and 
Freedom, and she served as president from 1919 until her death in 1935.  

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) is a 
non-profit non-governmental organization working "to bring together women of different political 
views and philosophical and religious backgrounds determined to study and make known the caus-
es of war and work for a permanent peace" and to unite women worldwide who oppose oppression 
and exploitation. WILPF has national sections in 37 countries. 

The WILPF is headquartered in Geneva and maintains a United Nations office in New York City. 

Four years before her death, in 1931 she received the Nobel Peace Prize. 

She was the mother of social work, Jane Addams shaped social legislation that continues to impact 
the world. 
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Sororoptimist 
MIGHTY GIRL 

BOOK LIST   

Let's see how many 
books we can get for 

the  Bookshelf at   
Cesar Chavez                 

Elementary School  
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December 2025                                                       
Thank You Marie for once again hosting                

our Holiday Auction Party 

Doris with Shayra (our first new 
member of 2025) 

Leanna Pettit, Esther Sjostrom, Marie Newton 
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Gratitude from  
the Soroptimist House of Hope 

 
Dearest Friends and Supporters, 
As we close the year 2024, we find ourselves      
reflecting with immense gratitude on the impact 
you have made in our community. Your generosity 
and support have kept our doors open and have 
empowered us to continue enhancing Soroptimist 
House of Hope. This advancement is vital as we 
strive to improve the services we offer to our      
valued clients. 
 
This year has been particularly transformative 
thanks to the gracious donation from Supervisor 
Manuel Perez of the Fourth District of Riverside 
County. With his support, we've embarked on the 
exciting renovation of our garage, converting it 
into two dedicated office spaces. This initiative 
ensures our clients have a safe and confidential 
environment to meet with our primary therapist, 
fostering an atmosphere of trust and healing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clean out to start the addition. 
 

Did you know? 
In 1981, Soroptimist House of Hope, Inc. became 
the area’s first substance abuse disorder recovery 
facility for women in Riverside County’s Coachella 
Valley. There were five other treatment sites in the 
area, but none had a program exclusively for 
women.   
 
Riverside County was at that time known as the 
methamphetamine capital of the U.S., local area 
Soroptimist clubs were well aware of the need to 
help women with addictions. Ten local area clubs 
of Soroptimist Golden West Region decided to take 
on this project. 
 
With no government assistance, the ten local     
Soroptimist clubs raised the sufficient funds to 
establish and begin to operate the first recovery 
home for women. A four bedroom house was   
purchased in Desert Hot Springs where the        
program is delivered in a residential, family-style 
environment to a maximum of six recovery         
clients.  The ten Soroptimist clubs named this fa-
cility the “House of Hope.” 

 SHOH Holiday Party 

Margaret and Becky attended the SHOH    
Holiday Party on December 9th at the 
house.  They  shared a lovely meal prepared 
by both Staff and Residents, followed by   
Inspirational Testimonies from all Alumni 
present.  
 
It was heartwarming to hear where they are 
today and how they still credit their recovery 
to SHOH.  
 
Santa handed out gifts to the Resident’s  
children. 
 
 It was a truly special evening.  

SHOH Alumni 
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Connect with us                                                 
There are many ways to join our club and 
support our mission. Contact us to find out 
more about volunteer opportunities, fund-
raising events, and ways that you can help 
to get our message to your friends and 
family. 
 

Soroptimist International of Palm Desert 
P.O. Box 13997,  

Palm Desert CA 92255 
760-534-8782 

 
2024-2025 OFFICERS 

 
Diane Backovich, President 

Rose Mary Jameson, Past President 
Bets Kreger, Secretary 

Becky Goebel, Treasurer 
 
 

EMAIL 
info.soroptimistpalmdesert@gmail.com 

 
FACEBOOK                                                                             

soroptimistinternationalpalmdesert 
 

TWITTER 
@soroptimistinternationalpalmdesert 

 
WEBSITE                                                                      

SoroptimistInternationalofPalmDesert.org 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER  
Natalie Angrisani, Editor 

itsnatalie@gmx.com 
 

We all have unique gifts to share with 

the communities who need it most.  

By empowering women and girls 

through access to education and 

training, the lives of individuals,     

families, and whole communities      

can be improved. 

Through Soroptimist, you join a global 

movement of volunteers, partners, 

fundraisers and donors who believe    

in the power of women and girls         

to change the world. 

mailto:info.soroptimistpalmdesert@gmail.com

